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SUMMER MAINTENANCE

SUMMERTIME IS HERE!
Swimming pools, outdoor grills and air conditioning are 

synonymous with the season. Like everything else, there are 
tasks to be tackled to ensure your summer goes swimmingly. 
Follow this handy guide to make sure you’ve covered all the 
ground you should for a spectacular season of sun and fun!
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OUTDOOR PROJECTS

outdoor
projects
More and more homeowners are taking the indoors outside, espe-
cially during the summer. Whether it’s your pool, deck, outdoor 
kitchen or landscaping, maintaining exterior spaces can help them 
last during the hot summer sun.

swimming pools
Both above-ground and in-ground pools require similar main-
tenance tasks when it comes time to open them for the season, 
including cleaning, filtering and maintaining chemical balance. 
Experienced pool owners can tackle some of these items them-
selves (testing the chemical balance for example), but a pool is 
one of the most expensive purchases a homeowner can make. 
To protect your investment and ensure it’s done right, experts 
agree that opening a pool for the season is a project best left to 
the pros.

Costs can vary, depending on the level of work done. Pool 
professionals say you can pay as little as $50 for a chemical 
test and basic cleaning, and up to several hundred dollars for a 
complete inspection and opening.

fences & decks
Wood fences and decks need routine main-
tenance to preserve their appearance and 
structural integrity. Restoring a fence 
to its original condition is an ideal DIY 
project. Carefully power wash the fence, 
allow it to dry and apply a stain or sealer 
to return it to its original luster. 

Staining a deck can be more chal-
lenging. You’ll spend more for the labor, 
if you hire a professional, but the job will go 
faster with a crew on site and you’ll likely be 
happier with the results. Plus, a pro can more easily identify 
and address potential hazards like loose rails or popped nails. 
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With proper prep work in the fall and spring, 
lawns should thrive during the summer months. 
To keep your grass looking good, be sure not 
to cut it too short when you mow. Most pros 
recommend a minimum height of 3 inches. 

You may need to apply fertilizer during 
the summer, especially if your turf is a warm 
season grass such as Bermuda, Carpetgrass or 
St. Augustine. Unsure of what type of grass you 
have? Check with your county extension office, a 
qualified lawn care professional, or take a sample 
of turf to a nearby garden center.

Of course, proper irrigation is key to nour-
ishing a lawn during the hot summer months. 

However, that’s not always an option, especially 
if there’s a drought, or when government restric-
tions limit water use. 

In these situations, consider using conser-
vative watering habits or trading real grass 
for drought-resistant surfaces, artificial turf or 
groundcover like Myoporum parvifolium. A 
qualified lawn care or landscaping specialist 
can help you come up with ideas best suited to 
your lawn conditions.

green leaves

OUTDOOR PROJECTS

tree care
Like lawns, most trees flourish 
during the summer. However, 
large broken branches, cracks in 
the tree, poor leaf development 
in the crown and discoloration 
and separation of the bark are 
all indicators of a tree that is 
in trouble. If you notice these 
signals or see evidence of the 
emerald ash borer, Asian 
longhorned beetle or other 
dangerous pests, contact a repu-
table certified arborist to help you 
determine how to save the tree or 
if the tree should be removed. To 
minimize the risk of personal and 
property damage, tree removal is 
best left to a professional who is 
properly licensed and insured.

CLICK HERE to find lawn irrigation 
deals from highly rated service providers 
on Angie’s List. 

pest 
control
From mosquitoes to ticks to 
bed bugs, summer is prime 
time for pests. If bugs are 
bugging you, a qualified pest 
control company can address 
the issue. Preventive programs, 
designed to regularly treat the 
outside of the home, can help 
prevent insects from entering 
the inside.

lawn 
care 
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OUTDOOR PROJECTS
outdoor 
lighting
Done well, outdoor lighting 
offers a number of bene-
fits for homeowners by 
enhancing curb appeal and 
extending the time you’re 
able to spend outside, not to 
mention offering an addi-
tional layer of security. Done 
poorly, though, outdoor 
lights can be an eyesore in 
more ways than one. They 
can detract from a property’s 
appearance and contribute 
to light pollution. For the 
best results, have a profes-
sional install or upgrade your 
exterior lighting. 

Experts add that it’s 
crucial to have regular 
maintenance performed 
on an outdoor lighting 
system – typically, twice a 
year – especially those that 
use halogen or incandes-
cent bulbs. A single lamp 
burnout can send too much 
voltage to other lights on 
the circuit and cause them 
to fail prematurely. If adding 
outdoor lighting, consider 
LED bulbs, which last 
much longer and use far less 
energy than halogen and 
incandescent systems.

Skewers and Outdoor Kitchen

Outdoor kitchens and living spaces may not get 
as much traffic as those indoors, but they are 
more susceptible to dirt and damage from the 
weather. Outdoor living experts advise that 
grills are typically the most critical part of any 
outdoor kitchen, so it’s important to clean them 
after use – ideally while they’re still warm – and 
then cover them once they’ve cooled to help 
protect against the elements. 

Pros also recommend sealing stone coun-
tertops when applicable and pressure washing 
island façades as part of regular maintenance. 
If your climate isn’t suited to using the kitchen 

year-round, be sure to shut off power, gas and 
water (and drain the lines) when shutting it 
down for the season. 

If you have a fire pit or outdoor fireplace, 
inspect it before and after use. Wood-burning 
fireplaces can build up creosote and should 
be professionally cleaned every year or two, 
depending on use. 

Check the structure of wood-burning fire 
pits to ensure they’re sound. With fire pits and 
fireplaces that use a gas line, have a licensed 
professional inspect and clean them per the 
manufacturer’s recommendations. 

outdoor living spaces
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OUTDOOR PROJECTS

siding 
Homeowners with vinyl siding are 
likely aware that it can quickly amass 
dirt, mold and mildew. One common 
approach to clean siding is to power 
wash it using a cleaning combination  
of 70 percent water and 30 percent 
white distilled vinegar, or an over-the-
counter product designed for siding. 

Be careful not to use too much pres-
sure too close to the siding or you risk 
causing permanent damage. According 
to recent Angie’s List reviews, profes-
sional pressure washing services range 
from $275 to $400. 

driveways
Over time, water and sun can damage 
both concrete and asphalt driveways, 
causing pitting and cracks. If your 
driveway is in need of repair, be sure  
to talk to a reputable driveway 
contractor about your options. Minor 
damage might mean just a patch job, 
resurfacing or resealing, while more 
extensive damage may necessitate a 
complete replacement.

Want a more customized appear-
ance? Consider replacing your asphalt 
or concrete drive with paver or stone for 
a high-end look. 

exterior painting 
Painting your house enhances its curb 
appeal and helps to draw top dollar 
if you’re looking to sell. But exterior 
painting is also an important preventive 
maintenance factor, experts say. 

Chimneys, door casings, siding and 
the fascia board are vulnerable to wood 
rot over time, so addressing those areas 
with periodic carpentry repairs and 
touch-up painting can help protect the 
interior of the home from potential mois-
ture damage.

The average cost of exterior painting is 
$3,737 according to Angie’s List reviews.

roofs & 
gutters 
Spring storms can wreak havoc on roofs and gutters, 
so summer is a great time to inspect them for damage. 
Sagging gutters, which can occur because of dirt, debris 
and water buildup, can lead to serious damage if not 
corrected. Water can pool and back up into the home. 
Check downspouts to ensure they’re not clogged or 
loose and that water flows freely away from the home.

Experts recommend scheduling a “peace of mind” 
roof inspection every year or two, which offers the 
ability to catch potential roofing problems before they 
become bigger. It’s also helpful to get a professional 
estimate of how much useful life your roof might have 
left. Inspections can range in price from free to $300, 
depending on the scope of the job.
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interior painting
Professional decorators say painting offers one of the easiest 
and least expensive ways to dramatically alter the look of a 
room. The big interior painting trend right now is painting a 
room various shades of gray. 

Painting can also be one of the more accessible DIY projects 
for almost any homeowner. However, it can be easy to overlook 
the investment required to purchase supplies and do the prep 
work, painting and cleanup. 

Whether it’s color-coordinating paint to a room or deciding 
on a finish, a pro can offer expertise in a number of areas. Plus, 
a professional painter can likely do the project in a fraction of 
the time and in a manner that distinguishes it from a DIY job. 

INTERIOR PROJECTS

Summer is the time of year many of us do the majority of our exte-
rior home maintenance. However, it’s important that we don’t ignore 
the indoors. From cleaning the carpets and upholstery to refreshing 
your walls with a coat of paint, it’s a great time of year to give your 
home’s interior a shine.   

interior
projects
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Need help? 
SNAPFIX  
your next 
remodeling 
project!

remodeling
Ready to take the plunge and embark 
on that remodeling project you’ve 
been putting off? There are a number 
of hot trends to try. Whether it’s 
replacing old carpeting or flooring 
with hardwood or tile, updating your 
doors or windows with ones that are more 
energy efficient, investing in solar panels, or 
renovating your kitchen or bathroom, the 
summer season offers few limitations when 
it comes to undertaking a home improve-
ment project.

http://www.angieslist.com/home-interiors/interior-painting.htm?CID=summer_guide_15
http://www.angieslist.com/articles/new-dominant-paint-color-50-shades-gray.htm?CID=summer_guide_15
http://angieslist.force.com/snapfix?CID=summer_guide_15
http://www.angieslist.com/remodeling/planning.htm?CID=summer_guide_15
http://www.angieslist.com/articles/top-kitchen-and-bathroom-remodeling-trends-2015.htm?CID=summer_guide_15
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INTERIOR PROJECTS

basement waterproofing
Nothing is worse for homeowners with a basement than to discover water damage following a storm.  
The repairs can easily cost tens of thousands of dollars. There are a number of reasons water can penetrate 
a basement – from a failing sump pump to improper drainage around the home to cracks in the founda-
tion. Each problem is unique and requires a specific solution. If you have experienced water damage or are 
concerned about being vulnerable to it, contact a qualified company to discuss your options. Be sure to get 
several bids for any waterproofing job before you hire. Look for a company that comes with a compre-
hensive solution to your problem and isn’t relying on a sales pitch to get your business.

upholstery cleaning & repair
Just like your carpet, your furniture can also become soiled from use over time. 
Furniture picks up hair and oils left behind by pets and people, not to mention 
food crumbs and spills. Furniture upholstery is more delicate than carpet and 
colors can fade easily if you don’t use the right cleaning method, so it’s a task 
often best left to the professionals. The cost of upholstery cleaning typically runs 
between $30 and $150, depending on the size of the piece. Need upholstery 
cleaning or repair work? Check Angie’s List for a qualified company in your area!

air conditioners
Just like we should schedule an annual checkup with our doctor, we should also coordi-
nate a once-a-year physical exam of our home’s central cooling system.

Having your air conditioner inspected and tuned up before the dog days hit will 
help ensure it keeps the inside of your house cool during the late-summer sizzle.

In addition to a yearly A/C inspection, there are a few steps homeowners can take 
to get the most out of their system. Start by regularly changing air filters and cleaning 
the outside unit. Plants are a great way to conceal the A/C and help keep it cool, but 
be sure to keep them 2- to 3-feet away to allow for air circulation and access for repairs. 

CLICK HERE  
to find heating 
& A/C deals 
from highly 
rated service 
providers on 
Angie’s List. 

carpet cleaning
It may not be as obvious as the impact felt in other areas, but the winter and spring 
elements take a toll on your carpet as well. Tracked-in rock salt, mud and grime wear 
down fibers. 

An annual cleaning by a professional will help remove the muck and restore 
your carpet’s appearance. Plus, it’ll improve your indoor health as well. The powerful 
cleaning equipment can help extract particulates that settle into the carpet. 

Be sure to check out the companies you hire before settling for just any carpet 
cleaner. The quality of the work can vary greatly. Look for a company that uses 
specialized, high-tech equipment and isn’t running an inadequate machine over  
your carpet. That can leave it in worse shape than before.
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moving & 
real estate
Ready to make a move this summer? If you’re buying your first 
home or downsizing from your empty nest, moving can be stressful. 
Whether you’re finding a real estate agent or hiring a moving 
company, it’s important to take time to find qualified service 
providers to make your transition as seamless as possible.

moving & real estate

hiring a mover 
Moving all of your possessions from one house to another is a major undertaking with poten-
tial pitfalls. Before moving, it pays to do some research ahead of time and find a reputable 
company to do the job. Watch out for companies that quote a low price to get the job, and then 
demand a much larger sum before they’ll unload your belongings. Ask the company to do an 
on-site estimate before agreeing to hire them and be sure to get the details in a written contract. 
Homeowners should ask for a binding estimate, which will detail the charges and total cost. 
Beware of a non-binding estimate, which leaves the final amount due open based on the antici-
pated cost of the move and could be significantly more upon completion. Experts recommend 
homeowners pack and transport valuables and items prone to theft, such as jewelry, weapons and 
prescription medication, themselves.  

CLICK HERE to find deals 
from highly rated moving 
companies on Angie’s List. Ph
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moving & real estate

selling a home
Whether you hire a real estate agent or decide to go it alone, putting your house 
up for sale can be a daunting task. 

Prepping the house for sale and going through the negotiation process can be 
time consuming, but successful execution during this stage can also earn you top 
dollar on your investment. 

Experts agree the key to selling a home quickly involves staging the home and 
removing clutter so it’s visually appealing, setting the right price based on compa-
rable properties in your area, and investing in web-based marketing of the home. 

buying a home
Purchasing a house will likely be one of the biggest — if not the biggest — 
investments you ever make. Have a professional home inspector examine the 
house before you make an offer or you could be stuck making expensive repairs 
after the fact. 

Before buying, verify through the builder and your local building authority 
that the house doesn’t have any unpaid liens or open building permits, or you 
could be on the hook to remedy those if you buy the home. 

Finally, be prepared financially. Pull your credit, save for a down payment and 
talk to a lender before you start house hunting. Getting approved for a loan in 
advance takes the guesswork out of it, plus you’ll know exactly how much house 
you can afford.
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moving & real estate

storage facilities
A storage company is a great option to temporarily house your belong-
ings if you’re moving, downsizing or are looking for a place to store 
items not in use. There are two primary types of storage offerings 
to consider. Self-storage typically involves renting space at an offsite 
storage facility and paying on a month-to-month schedule. You 
typically must take your belongings to the facility, or hire a moving 
company to transport them there for you. The facility’s operating hours 
may be a big consideration when choosing a storage facility. Although 
many sites don’t close, some have specific hours for renters to access 
their belongings. 

Another option is to have a portable storage unit delivered to you, 
which you can then load or have a mover load on-site. You can choose 
to leave the unit there or have it transported back to the storage facility 
for later access. Self-storage offsite is usually more cost-effective than 
using a portable storage unit, but portable storage units do offer the 
convenience of accessing your belongings at any time. 

hiring a locksmith
New homeowners should replace the old locks with new deadbolt locks, because they don’t know 
who may have previously had a key. Unfortunately, just as there are scams involving moving compa-
nies, homeowners should be cautious about which locksmith they hire. Some Angie’s List members 
have reported on locksmiths who use coercive and intimidating tactics to strongarm customers 
in a vulnerable position into paying exhorbitant fees for services. Many locksmith companies pay 
companies to rank them high in search engines so they’ll show up as a local company, when in 
reality they’re far away and are using a local freelancer to provide service. Consumers in states that 
require licensing for locksmiths should verify they are licensed. Beware of companies that show up 
in unmarked vehicles. Call around and get multiple bids and request a written invoice that lists the 
cost, before allowing a company to complete work. If you’re locked out of your house and the lock-
smith insists on drilling out the lock, consider that a red flag. Most reputable locksmiths have the 
skills and tools to unlock almost any door.
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TRAVEL

travel
Before you hit the road for a summer trip, follow these 
tips to tend to your car, house, pets and your health.

preparing your vehicle for a trip
Planning to take the family cross-country to Wally World? 
Before heading out in the family truckster, take the extra precau-
tions to ensure your vehicle runs safe for the trek. Experts 
recommend taking your car to a reliable auto repair shop for  
a thorough checkup two weeks before your vacation and letting 
them know you’ll be taking a road trip in the near future. That 
way, if there’s an issue, you’ll have time to get it addressed.

Plan your route with awareness of steep hills or winding 
roads. Most highways have rest areas in these locations; make use 
of them to allow your vehicle’s engine, transmission and brakes 
to cool down. Keep an eye on the gauges on your dash, especially 
the engine temperature. Pull over if you smell any burning odors.

If you’re using your vehicle to tow, be sure to check the 
manufacturer’s weight limits and guidelines. Factor in extra 
weight for passengers, luggage and fuel. Make sure to check  
the trailer tires. If it’s been sitting for a long time, they could 
have dry rot. Consider joining a nationwide tow service like 
AAA and don’t forget to check your auto insurance for towing 
compensation policies on vehicles that are towing trailers, boats 
or RVs, in the event of a breakdown.

Be prepared for an emergency and equip your car with  
a first-aid kit and supply of high-energy snacks, bottled water, 
battery cables, shovel, blanket, cellphone battery charger, tire 
repair tools, flashlight and flares. Ph
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TIRES 
Every car requires a different level of tire pressure and as we travel more during the summer,  
it’s important to check that they’re properly inflated. To ensure you’re inflating your tires to the 
correct pressure, check the inside part of the driver’s side door for the placard from the manufac-
turer that details the proper tire size and pressure. Improper inflation could lead to uneven tire wear. 

COOLANT 
Check that you have the proper level of engine coolant in the car, or the vehicle won’t sufficiently 
cool during your drive. Never touch a hot radiator to check coolant levels. Test the hose connected 
to the radiator and if it’s hot, wait until it cools. Most car owners can add coolant themselves by 
locating the reservoir near the engine compartment. Always follow the manufacturer’s directions. 

A/C TEST 
If your car’s A/C blows warm air, that means your cooling system’s likely out of coolant  
or you have a leak and it will need to be professionally inspected. 

OIL CHANGE 
Not all vehicles need the oil changed every 3,000 miles but all auto experts agree  
that oil acts as the lifeblood of your car’s engine. Some manufacturers may recommend 
changing the oil anywhere from 3,000 to 10,000 miles. 

TUNE-UP/INSPECTION 
A multi-point inspection should include the suspension, brakes, air 
filters, cabin filters, transmission and power steering fluids, coolant, 
tires, belts and hoses. 

SUMMER  
auto care tips
As the temperatures soar, auto experts say it’s critical to follow your vehicle’s 
preventive maintenance program and schedule a maintenance check 
before your area’s most extreme weather arrives. Some key aspects to focus  
on for the summer include: BRIGHT IDEA

If your auto repair techni-
cian says something’s 
wrong and needs to be 

repaired or replaced, ask 
the technician to take 
you to your vehicle and 
show you the damaged 

part. When in doubt, seek 
another opinion. Finding  

a good mechanic can often 
be a considerable challenge 

for consumers. Consult 
Angie’s List for reputable 
mechanics in your area.

CLICK HERE  
to find local auto service 
deals from highly rated 

service providers on Angie’s List.
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home security
Home security has evolved over the years. With home automation, traveling homeowners now can 
view their property from anywhere in the world on their computers, phones and tablets. 

Studies show the highest number of home break-ins occur during the summer, underscoring 
the importance of being diligent during the season. Whether you have a high-tech home security 
system, or keep it simple with a good lock and deadbolt, there are some basic tips any homeowner 
can follow to help protect their property while they’re away. 

staying 
healthy
Safeguarding your health 
while on vacation is just 
as important as what you 
pack in your suitecase.

Not planning ahead 
can leave you feeling lost 
if the need for medical 
care arises. 

If you’re traveling over-
seas, check the Centers for 
Disease Control’s website 
for a list of advised vacci-
nations for the area you 
plan to visit.

Review your own 
medical coverage to deter-
mine if you need travel 
insurance. That can offset 
unexpected costs, should 
things not go as planned. 

It’s easy for vacationers 
to also take a break 
from healthy habits, but 
medical experts advise 
travelers to stay active by 
exercising 30 minutes a 
day and not overindulging 
in food and alcohol.

o  Make it look like someone is home. If you’re heading out of town for an extended period, 
postpone newspaper and mail delivery or ask a trustworthy neighbor to collect them daily. 

o  Ask those same trusty neighbors to keep an eye on the property and report any suspi-
cious activity to the authorities. 

o  Consider timed exterior lights or motion lights to activate when they detect movement 
nearby. If you’re using a house sitter, ask her or him to vary which lights are on inside.

o  Trim brush and landscaping located near the house to minimize the chances of them 
concealing an intruder. 

o  However … consider planting thorny plants and bushes near windows as a deterrent to 
someone entering that space.

o  Avoid sharing your vacation details on social media until after you’ve returned.

If you’re planning 

to travel, have a 

security plan in 

place for both 

your exterior and 

interior lights.
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pet sitters & 
house sitters
Hiring a reputable pet or house sitter can alleviate concerns while you travel,  
as you know you’ll have someone taking care of your pets and property while 
you’re away. Many professionals will do double duty, caring for both. 

To help guard against getting a panicked phone call from your 
provider asking for the code to turn off the alarm or the location 
of the medicine for your four-legged friend, be sure to provide 
him or her with this list of commonly forgotten items:
o  Contact information for your pet’s veterinarian

o  Medication and dosage information for pets

o  Pet dietary needs or restrictions

o  A list of service companies scheduled to arrive and when

o  A nearby emergency contact

o  Alarm codes

o  Your travel itinerary and contact information

o  Location of cleaning supplies

o  Trash, recycling, mail and newspaper schedule

pet care
Pets need annual checkups and shots. If you’re traveling for the summer and  
are hiring a pet sitter or plan to board your pet at a kennel, animal experts agree 
that a visit to the vet should be in order first.

With the hot summer temps, grooming your pets can help provide them 
with relief. Plus, grooming improves pet health, experts say. Animal care 
providers recommend bathing and brushing your pet to cut back on hairballs 
in cats and dirt and tangles in dogs. Trimming claws can reduce the risk of 
infections caused by pet nails growing into the pads on the bottom of their feet. 
A professional groomer can also identify infections in eyes and ears. Expect  
to pay between $30 and $90 for a standard grooming.

hair salons & barbers
Whether you want to change your do for vacation or you want a summer 
buzz cut, finding a good hair salon or barber is right up there with 
finding a quality mechanic or doctor. Consider the services you need 
when deciding between a salon and barber. For example, a salon typically 
offers waxing, manicures or facials, while a barber might offer a beard  
and mustache trim or a shave with a straight razor.

Check out this infographic for a breakdown of the common costs 
associated with grooming for men and women. Ph
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