
Colour Chart on Wood

FALL MAINTENANCE

INTERIOR PROJECTS



windows and doors
Caulk, seal and weatherstrip doors and windows where drafts 
are detected. Find drafts by walking through your home with a 
lit stick of incense. Drafts will pull the smoke in that direction, 
making it easier to determine where the cold air is seeping in. 

Sealing up those drafty areas is one of the cheapest and 
easiest ways to save on heating costs. If your windows are 
drafty, it’s a great time to buy new, energy-efficient models that 
will help lower your energy costs. Remove screens and install 
storm windows.

CONSIDER AN  
ENERGY AUDIT
Schedule a home energy 
assessment in the fall to 
determine where cold air 
is entering your home. 
Assessors use infrared 
cameras and other high-tech 
tools to find air leaks and 
stop them. Contact your 
utility company to see if 
they offer free or discounted 
home energy audits.

INSULATION
Check attic insulation levels 
to ensure the R-value meets 
recommendations for your 
region. Having your home 
properly insulated will maxi-
mize the efficiency of your 
heating system, keep your 
family warm and provide 
savings on your monthly 
energy costs.

CLICK HERE to find window replacement deals from highly  
rated service providers on Angie’s List
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PLAN FOR 
HOLIDAY HELP

Plan to be away for the 
holidays? Schedule that 
pet or house sitter now 
before they fill up. Do 
the same if you need a 
holiday housecleaning 
service, caterer or want 
someone to hang your 

decorative lights.

http://www.angieslist.com/articles/how-to-caulk-windows.htm?CID=fall_guide_15
http://www.angieslist.com/articles/when-should-i-replace-my-insulation.htm?CID=fall_guide_15
http://my.angieslist.com/thebigdeal/alldealsinmarket.aspx?pg=1&catId=143&sort=5&dpp=15?CID=fall_guide_15
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HOW TO

replace your 
HVAC air filter

The average American family spends more than $600 each year heating their home. 
By changing your furnace filter regularly (every 1-3 months), you will improve airflow, 
increase furnace efficiency, and prolong the life of your furnace. Your furnace starts 
working overtime when temperatures plummet, so make sure you’re getting the best 
bang for your buck by changing the filter.

Not comfortable with HVAC equipment? Call a highly rated HVAC service 
provider. An annual professional inspection and checkup, including a filter change, will 
help keep your HVAC operating at peak performance. A skilled professional will spot 
any potential problems before they become emergencies that lead to expensive repairs.

1 Buy a new filter. The first step to 
replacing your furnace air filter is 

purchasing its replacement. Most hardware 
stores carry a large variety of replacement 
filters. Two numbers to keep in mind: 
¾   Filter size – Not sure what’s the right 

fit? Check your current filter and jot 
down the measurements. 

¾   MERV rating – A number between 
1 and 20, higher numbers indicate 
greater filtering efficiency, but MERV 
ratings between 5 to 8 are generally 
adequate for residential use. 

2 Remove the old air filter. It should 
slide easily out of its slot in the 

furnace. Note: If your furnace is in a hard-
to-reach area, like the attic, the filter may 
be located in the main cold air return vent 
leading from the duct. TIP: Have a trash 
bag handy to prevent a mess from acci-
dentally knocking or brushing off dust and 
debris that’s accumulated on the old filter.

3 Slide in the new filter. Note the 
airflow direction markings on the 

new filter and slide it into place according 
to the furnace specifications. Enjoy 
cleaner air and a more efficient furnace!

FIREPLACE & CHIMNEY 
Have your fireplace and 

chimney inspected to avoid 
potential fire hazards as a result 
of creosote buildup, which can 
diminish your chimney’s ability 
to direct toxic gases and smoke 

out of your home.

BRIGHT IDEA
Buying air filters in multiples usually nets in 
cost-per-unit savings and saves you a trip to 
the store for the next filter replacement.

http://www.angieslist.com/articles/how-choose-furnace-filter.htm?CID=fall_guide_15
http://www.angieslist.com/articles/how-choose-furnace-filter.htm?CID=fall_guide_15
http://www.angieslist.com/articles/how-much-does-chimney-sweep-cost.htm?CID=fall_guide_15
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SAFTEY NOTE
The water in your heater, and  
many of the pipes connected  

to your water heater, will be very HOT.  
Proceed with caution and protect yourself 
when inspecting your water heater.

interior PROJECTS

HOW TO

drain and flush 
your water heater

Like a fading romance, are those long, hot showers getting 
shorter and less steamy? Chances are, your water heater is 
losing some of its potency. Before you work yourself into a 
lather, you may be able to restore at least some of its vigor 
with a DIY drain and flush.

Minerals build up over time in your water heater, espe-
cially if you have hard water, and it can reduce its heating 
effectiveness. Drain and flush it at least once a year – fall is 
a good time – and you can extend the length of your water 
heater’s useful life to avoid the cost of replacement.

1 Power down. Always follow your 
manufacturer’s instructions. If it’s a 

gas heater, turn the gas control knob to the 
“Pilot” position. If it’s electric, turn off the 
circuit breaker at the main breaker panel 
and disconnect the electrical power supply.

2 Shut off the water supply. Close  
the cold water supply valve to the 

water heater. This usually involves manu-
ally turning the valve 90 degrees.

3 Turn on hot water. Turn on the  
hot water from a faucet or two  

in the house.

4 Hook up the hose. Put on your 
protective gloves. Attach a hose  

to the drain valve and run the hose to a 

drain, driveway or empty bucket. If you 
notice leaks at the connection, use adjust-
able pliers to tighten the hose. 

5 Drain the tank. Open the drain 
valve (which may require a flathead 

screwdriver) and allow the water to flow 
until it stops.

6 Flush the tank. Next, flush any 
remaining sediment from the tank 

by reopening the cold water supply valve. 
Opening and closing it several times can 
help stir up lingering sediment. 

7 Close the valve. Once the water runs 
clear and you no longer see sediment 

coming from hose, disconnect the hose 
and close (tighten) the tank drain valve.

NEEDED:
➤  Protective gloves
➤  Garden hose
➤  Flathead screwdriver
➤  Adjustable pliers  
optional

➤  5-gallon bucket  
optional

8 Fill it up. Open the cold water 
supply valve. Turn on hot water 

faucets in all fixtures and run to remove 
air bubbles until the water flows as it 
should. Turn off each hot water spigot.

9 Power up. Follow your manu-
facturer’s lighting instructions 

to relight your heater. For gas heaters, 
directions are typically located next 
to the gas control knob. For an elec-
tric heater, be sure to fill the heater 
with water before turning back on the 
electrical connections. When in doubt, 
contact a professional licensed plumber.

PLUMBING
Have your plumbing looked at and water lines insulated. Cleaning all lines can help 
remove clogs. Clogs cause back ups, which can freeze, causing weakening and 
bursting of pipes. 

Wrap your pipes – like those located outside, in garages and under sinks – with 
insulation designed for plumbing. In many situations, insulation will be all you 
need to protect your pipes.
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http://www.angieslist.com/articles/how-to-drain-and-flush-your-water-heater.htm?CID=fall_guide_15
http://www.angieslist.com/articles/what-materials-are-best-pipe-insulation.htm?CID=fall_guide_15

