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Ready to get your hands dirty? Put your sweaters and 
blankets away and dig out those tank tops. It’s time to say 
goodbye to Old Man Winter and reacquaint yourself with 
Mother Nature. Whether it’s doing a little spring cleaning, 

home maintenance or landscaping, follow this handy  
checklist to spruce up your property for spring.
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ChECklISTLAWN CARE

lawn
guide

clean it up 
Prepare your lawn 
and landscaping  
for spring by 
cleaning up the 
lawn, flower and 

garden beds. Pick 
up all branches and 

debris. Use a rake or 
leaf blower to remove any remaining 
leaves or yard waste from flower beds to 
help ensure they’re clean and ready for 
mulching or planting. 

time to water
Once freezing weather has passed, it’s 
time to water the lawn. Turn back on any 
closed water lines to spigots and faucets. 
Unpack and reattach hoses, and check for 
leaks. If you have an in-ground  
irrigation system, ensure it is turned back 
on according to your state or municipal 
codes. Many locales require a backflow 
test performed on sprinkler systems to 
ensure water from lawns, which may 
contain pesticides or other contami-
nants, doesn’t enter public drinking water 

lines. Contact a qualified professional to 
perform the test, if required, and to check 
the irritation system for leaks.

aim to aerate
Aerating your lawn in the spring can 
help speed up its repair from winter 
damage. Core aeration typically involves 
using a machine with cylinder-shaped 
tines to penetrate the ground. Aerators 
pull 1.5-inch plugs of grass, thatch and 
soil out of the ground, allowing plants 
to breathe and roots to grow deeper. 

Don’t have a green thumb? Find a highly rated 
lawn care, tree or landscaping service on 
Angie’s List. Join today and receive 20% off the 
price of a membership! CLICK HERE
Enter promo code SPRINGGUIDE at checkout.
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The plugs will break apart and disap-
pear into the lawn within a couple of 
weeks. Aeration helps reduce the risk of 
disease and promotes a thicker, greener 
and healthier lawn, while requiring 
less water and fertilizer, experts say.  
Homeowners can rent an aerator and 
do it themselves for about $40 to $60 
per day on average, or can hire a pro for 
around $110 for the average lawn. Many 
lawn care professionals offer aeration as 
part of a regular maintenance plan.

control weeds, 
plant and fertilize
Fertilizer is essential to maintaining a 
healthy looking green lawn because it 
adds necessary nutrients that may be 
missing, prevents invasive weeds and 
strengthens the grass roots. Most lawn 
fertilizers contain a mixture of nitrogen, 
phosphate and potassium nutrients. 
Nitrogen is the most important nutrient, 
but too much can lead to excessive growth 
or discoloration. Fertilizers come in fast-
release and controlled-release forms.

For homeowners in moderate 
climates, March is a great time to start 
thinking about fertilizing the lawn. A 
balanced fertilization with a pre-emer-
gent for control of annual grasses should 
be applied during the month of April, 
since crabgrass begins to emerge in May.  
The nitrogen should be a split of fast 
and slow release forms. Too much quick 
release brings too lush of a growth  
when combined with spring rains.

Pre-emergents come in liquid 
and granular applications and 
should be watered into the soil. It’s 
important to follow the product 
directions and avoid over-applying 
to prevent damage to the lawn. 

Organic weed control 
continues to be a popular alterna-
tive to synthetic products. Many 
organic products are made from 
vinegar, citrus oil-based or corn 
gluten meal. Organic products 
often require more applications 

than synthetics and must be applied 
during ideal times to reach maximum 
effectiveness. Do your research or 
consult with a professional lawn care 
expert in your area to choose the product 
best for your situation.

If you plan to plant new grass seed 
or install sod, avoid applying any pre-
emergent with the early spring lawn 
treatment. Apply a balanced organic-
based fertilizer in these areas. 

If you plan to wait until fall to do your 
annual grass planting or sod installation, 
experts advise to apply a crabgrass barrier 
pre-emergent plus fertilizer to the lawn. 

Add organic matter or compost to the 
soil at the time of planting to improve 
the soil structure and to promote deeper 
roots. This will mean less stress from 
insects, disease and heat. It will also result 
in a lower water bill, as you’ll need to 
water these areas less.

ChECklISTLAWN CARE

TIMING IS EVERYThING

MARCH 
For homeowners 
in moderate 
climates, March is a 
great time to start 
thinking about a 
game plan for  
fertilizing the lawn.

APRIL 
Apply a balanced 
fertilization with 
a pre-emergent 
during the month  
of April for control 
of annual grasses.

MAY 
Crabgrass emerges 
in May and pre-
emergents may not 
last the duration 
of the season. Spot 
treat tough areas  
of weeds as needed.

CLICK HERE to 
shop for lawn fertil-
ization deals in your 

area from highly rated service 
providers on Angie’s List.
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https://www.angieslist.com/articles/how-fertilize-your-lawn-without-killing-grass.htm
http://my.angieslist.com/thebigdeal/alldealsinmarket.aspx?pg=1&catId=88&sort=0&dpp=15?cid=spring_guide_15
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check lawn gear
Before starting those spring land-
scaping projects, take inventory of  
your lawn care equipment and make 
any needed repairs. The lawn mower 
often gets the bulk of the workload; so, 
if that’s true in your situation, consider 
a spring tune-up of the mower by a 
professional mower service. A profes-
sional can change the oil, replace spark 
plugs, clean the carburetor if necessary 
and sharpen the blades. Sharp mower 
blades are critical to ensure an even 
cut of the lawn. Dull blades tear grass, 
which can cause it significant long-
term damage.

test the soil 
It’s important to make sure the soil is 
in the proper condition for seeding, 
fertilizing, and planting plants and 
gardens. Lawn care experts recom-
mend performing a soil test before 
planting anything to gain a full under-
standing of what nutrients the soil lacks. 
Homeowners can purchase DIY test 
kits, but experts recommend contacting 
your local cooperative extension or 
hiring a professional to perform this 
relatively inexpensive test, so that you 
can have a complete understanding of 
the results and develop a plan to address 
any deficiencies in the soil. 

rototill your garden
Rototilling is beneficial for starting 
a new garden because it turns up 
the ground exposing nutrient-rich 
soil, which is crucial for cultivation. 
Rototilling helps to break up large 
chunks of soil, kills weeds at the surface 
and aerates the soil. Ideally, you want 
the ground to be moist. Dry ground 
is difficult to plow through, while 
extremely wet soil will create a swampy 
mess. Experts recommend tilling to a 
depth of 4 to 6 inches for leafy plants 
and 6 to 8 inches for deep root plants. 
Tilling too deep can put strain on the 
rototiller (and your back). Rototillers 

ChECklISTLAWN CARE

ChECk YOuR MOwER hEIGhT bEFORE YOu CuT
Don’t cut your grass too short. As grass grows taller, its roots go deeper, resulting in a healthier 
lawn that requires less watering. Tall grass also helps prevent weeds from sprouting. Over 
time, repeatedly cutting grass too short will result in turf that has bare spots and is susceptible 
to cold, extreme heat, pests and diseases.  For warm-season grasses, such as Bermuda or St. 
Augustine, cut to a height of 3/4 inch to 1 inch. For cool-season grasses, such as bluegrass or 
fescues, lawn pros say that the height should be 2-1/2 inches to 4 inches. Experts advise against 
cutting more than one-third of the grass height at one time.

CLICK HERE  
to shop for lawn and 
yardwork deals in 

your area from highly rated 
providers on Angie’s List.
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www.angieslist.com/landscaping/lawn-mower-repair.htm
http://www.angieslist.com/landscaping/lawn-care.htm
http://www.angieslist.com/landscaping/rototillers.htm
http://www.angieslist.com/landscaping/lawn-care.htm#1
http://my.angieslist.com/thebigdeal/alldealsinmarket.aspx?pg=1&catId=86&sort=0&dpp=15?cid=spring_guide_15
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are big and bulky and can be difficult to operate. Many people 
hire a professional for rototilling work because it’s quick and  
doesn’t cost much more than renting a tiller, around $75 to 
$100 for a small area.

mulch 
Apply fresh mulch over all beds to help reduce the amount 
of weeds that will pop up. Experts recommend 2 to 3 inches 
for new beds, or adding 1 inch of mulch to existing beds. 
Hand-pull or carefully spray an organic or synthetic broad-
spectrum herbicide on any weeds that emerge after mulching. 
The Clemson University Cooperative Extension says one 
cubic yard of mulch will cover 324 square feet of ground at a 
depth of 1 inch. To determine how many cubic yards you need, 
take the square footage of your garden bed, multiply it by the 
desired mulch depth and divide the answer by 324. 

tend the trees
Though fall is ideal, spring is also a good 

time to plant trees, provided you can 
give them the proper TLC to survive 
the summer weather. It’s also a good 
time to trim trees or remove trees 
that are dead, decaying or are a 
danger. If you want to try to save a 

tree, consult with a qualified profes-
sional arborist about your options. 

They’re in the business of saving trees.

plan a landscaping 
project
Ready to make big improvements to your property? A high-
quality landscaping job can enhance curb appeal and your 
home’s value. Outdoor living continues to grow as a trend, 
with homeowners investing in 
outdoor kitchens and enter-
tainment areas. Although it’s 
enticing to just dive in and head 
to the nearest home improve-
ment store to load up your cart 
with plants and supplies, having the right plan can make or 
break your project.

Start by determining what you would like to accomplish. 
This will ensure you’re making the right decisions. A good rule 
is to focus on the basics before moving on to accessories.Next, 
establish a budget. Starting a project without ensuring there will 
be funds to bring it to completion increases the chance it will 
come to a standstill. Consider a landscaping service to take your 
ideas and turn them into a plan that works for your home. 

CLICK HERE  
to shop for land-
scaping deals in your 

area from highly rated service 
providers on Angie’s List.
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http://www.clemson.edu/extension/hgic/plants/other/compost_mulch/hgic1604.html
http://www.angieslist.com/landscaping/tree-services.htm
http://www.angieslist.com/landscaping/landscaping-intro.htm
http://my.angieslist.com/thebigdeal/alldealsinmarket.aspx?pg=1&catId=85&sort=0&dpp=15?cid=spring_guide_15


CheCklistEXTERIOR

7   |    SPRING MAINTENANCE GUIDE Need help? Call 1-888-888-LIST (5478)

roofing
The effects of snow and ice buildup on roofs often don’t reveal themselves until the 
spring, when water damage can appear. 

Ice damming – a buildup of ice and snow on roof edges and in gutters – can 
cause water to back up under shingles and into the home, possibly destroying 
interior walls and carpeting. If you see or suspect damage to your roof or notice 
interior water damage, contact a reputable roofing company to do an inspection 
as soon as possible. 

Your homeowners insurance may cover weather-related and other types of roof 
damage, if you file a claim within a pre-determined timeframe. That could cover 
everything from making repairs to replacing the roof. Contact your agent about 
your policy specifics if you discover damage and receive an estimate for repairs. 

If you did experience ice damming, consider having a professional perform  
an energy audit on your home. You may need to add insulation to your attic.

exterior
guide

From inspecting the roof and gutters to power washing  
the driveway, there are a number of spring maintenance  
tasks homeowners should consider for their home’s exterior.

Damage from winter ice 

damming may not reveal  

itself until spring.
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The pros at 
TimberTech Decking 
recommend adding 

deck lighting to 
enhance visibility and 
improve safety, espe-
cially for path lighting 

and on stair risers.

STORAGE 
SOLUTION
Have wasted space under 
your deck? The experts at 
AZEK offer built-in storage 
solutions with lids that 
match your deck to hide 
away umbrellas, cushions, 
pool toys and more!

decks & fences
If you have a deck, this is the time to inspect it for safety issues. Wood decks 
can deteriorate over time, if the wood decays due to moisture or insect damage.  
     Check the flashing – the plastic or metal guard usually located between the 
deck and house that directs water away from the deck – and look for evidence 
of water damage. Also, check for loose fasteners like nails, screws and anchors. 
Be sure to inspect the railings, banisters and stairs and look for safety hazards.

Examine fences for damage, such as loose boards on wood fences, and 
broken hardware. It’s also a good time to stain, seal or paint wood decks and 
fences. Doing so can enhance their appearance and extend their longevity.

CLICK HERE to shop for deck maintenance deals in your 
area from highly rated providers on Angie’s List.

pools
If you have a swim-
ming pool and closed 
it for the winter, it’s 
time to wake it from 
hibernation. Spring 
pool maintenance 
includes cleaning the 
pool, balancing the 
chemicals and checking 
equipment like filters 
and the pump. Hiring 
a professional to 
do this job can save 
homeowners time and 
frustration (and ensure 
the pool is in great 
shape when it’s time  
to use it). Costs vary, 
but many pool pros will 
do a spring tune-up for 
less than $200.

pest 
control
Spring is the time 
when pests invade our 
properties. Get on a 
preventive pest control 
plan now to reduce the 
chances of bugs, mice 
and other varmints 
entering your home.

Ph
ot

o 
co

ur
te

sy
 o

f ©
Th

in
ks

to
ck

 (t
op

 le
ft

); 
 T

re
x 

(t
op

 ri
gh

t)
; t

he
 N

at
io

na
l P

es
t M

an
ag

em
en

t A
ss

oc
ia

tio
n 

(b
ot

to
m

 le
ft

); 
 b

y 
Br

an
do

n 
Sm

ith
 (b

ot
to

m
 ri

gh
t)

http://www.angieslist.com/outdoor-living/decks-and-porches.htm
http://www.angieslist.com/articles/should-i-paint-or-stain-my-deck.htm
http://www.angieslist.com/articles/should-i-paint-or-stain-my-deck.htm
http://my.angieslist.com/thebigdeal/alldealsinmarket.aspx?pg=1&catId=174&sort=0&dpp=15
http://www.angieslist.com/articles/should-i-hire-pro-swimming-pool-maintenance.htm
http://www.angieslist.com/articles/should-i-hire-pro-swimming-pool-maintenance.htm
http://www.angieslist.com/pest-control/hiring-an-exterminator.htm
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garage
Eventually, your garage door will likely 
need to be serviced. Whether it’s rollers, 
hinges or springs, garage doors have a 
number of components that can fail over 
time. Having a professional inspect the 
garage after winter’s effects have passed 
can bring homeowners peace of mind 
that their garage door will work when 
they need it. Many companies offer a 
garage door tune-up, which includes 
lubricating the moving parts and 
inspecting all of the components. 

gutters
Speaking of roofs, spring is a great time 
of year to clean gutters of the leaves 
and muck that collects over the fall and 
winter. Consider hiring a professional to 
do this job, as it often requires the use of 
a ladder and can put the person doing it 
in a perilous position. Plus, a professional 
can do a thorough inspection to look for 
signs of damage, like leaks, rust buildup 
and sagging sections of the gutter. 

Most companies offer a flat rate  
to clean gutters, which can range from 
$75 to $225, depending on the size 
and complexity of the job. According 
to recent reviews on Angie’s List, the 
average price nationwide for a gutter 
cleaning is $143.

siding
Check your home for loose or damaged 
siding. Look for signs of wear, such 
as cracks or holes, which can lead to 
damage from water and rodents. 

Other signs of siding deterioration 
include uneven or warped spots, nails 
that have popped or appear rusted, 
and exposed seams when siding shifts. 
Water damage can also appear as 
discoloration or streaking on siding. 

Spring is a great time of year to also 
clean your siding. Pressure washing is 
the most common way to clean siding, 
but it’s important to always follow the 
siding manufacturer’s directions for the 
proper way to clean it, to keep from 
voiding the warranty.

power washing
A pressure washer can be a homeown-
er’s best friend when tackling exterior 
spring cleaning projects. Pressure 
washing decks, fencing, driveways, 
siding and gutters can help remove 
stains, restore their luster and prep them 
for other jobs, like staining or painting. 

However, using too much pressure 
can yield disastrous results. Pressure 
washers can remove paint, splinter wood, 
tear through window screens and even 
injure people and pets. Follow the manu-
facturer’s instructions and use caution 
when operating pressure washers.

CLICK HERE to shop for 
garage door maintenance deals 
in your area from highly rated 
service providers on Angie’s List.

CLICK HERE to shop for pressure 
washing deals in your area from highly 
rated service providers on Angie’s List. Ph
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http://www.angieslist.com/articles/does-my-garage-door-need-annual-tuneup.htm
http://www.angieslist.com/roofing/gutter-cleaning.htm
http://www.angieslist.com/home-exteriors/siding.htm
http://www.angieslist.com/home-exteriors/siding.htm
http://www.angieslist.com/articles/6-tips-pressure-wash-your-home.htm
http://my.angieslist.com/thebigdeal/alldealsinmarket.aspx?pg=1&catId=68&sort=0&dpp=15
http://my.angieslist.com/thebigdeal/alldealsinmarket.aspx?pg=1&catId=179&sort=0&dpp=15
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CheCklistINTERIOR

Winter’s effects aren’t only felt on the outside of the house. 
Whether it’s doing some spring cleaning or readying your A/C  
to handle the heat, your home’s interior needs a little TLC, too.

clean the carpets
Beyond vacuuming regularly, you may also benefit from professional carpet cleaning 
or doing it yourself at least once a year. According to the EPA, a dirty carpet can 
retain several sources of indoor air pollutants, including pet dander, allergens, dirt 
and dust. Toxic airborne gases can adhere to these particles and also get trapped 
within the carpet. These gases can be released 
through everyday activities such as vacuuming and 
walking across the carpet, which can cause them 
to contaminate the air in your home. Professional 
carpet cleaning services kill these bacteria and 
remove deeply trapped pollutants. 

Carpet cleaning professionals use a wide range of cleaning methods when tack-
ling dirty rugs and carpets. Cost, degree of carpet soiling, environmental conditions 
and fiber type typically influence the selection of a carpet cleaning method.

Carpet cleaning pros 

advise to blot - not 

scrub - up spills.

CLICK HERE to shop for 
carpet cleaning deals in 

your area from highly rated service 
providers on Angie’s List.
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http://www.angieslist.com/cleaning/carpet-cleaning.htm
my.angieslist.com/thebigdeal/alldealsinmarket.aspx?pg=1&catId=36&sort=0&dpp=15?cid=spring_guide_15
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CheCklistINTERIOR

house 
cleaning 
There’s no better time to give your house a thor-
ough scrubbing than right now. After all, they don’t 
call it “spring cleaning” for nothing. Creating a plan 
and a timeline will help you manage your to-do list. 
In addition to your list of regular housecleaning 
chores, here are a few tasks to tackle that will help 
the house sparkle this spring:

Bathroom
¡  Discard outdated beauty 

products and medicines

¡  Wash and/or replace shower 
curtain and liner

¡  Clean shower head

¡  Clean and reseal  
grout lines

Kitchen
¡  Vacuum refrigerator coils

¡  Deep clean inside  
of refrigerator

¡  Clean oven

¡  Dust tops of cabinets

¡  Empty and wipe  
down drawers

¡  Clean dishwasher

¡  Wipe down microwave

¡  Clean inside of  
range hood

Bedroom
¡  Flip or rotate mattress

¡  Launder and store winter 
bedding

¡  Clean pillows

¡  Make seasonal  
wardrobe transition

common areas
¡  Dust ceiling fans

¡  Wipe down light 
switches and door knobs

¡  Dust or polish  
light fixtures

¡  Wash baseboards

¡  Wash windows

¡  Vacuum or wipe  
down blinds

¡  Wastebaskets cleaned  
and sanitized
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CheCklistINTERIOR

paint the 
interior
Painting is one of the easiest 
and least-expensive ways to 
dramatically change the look 
of a room, and spring is the 
opportune time to freshen up 
any space. Painting is also one 
of the more accessible DIY 
projects for the homeowner, 
though a professional interior 
painting company will likely 
do a better and more long-
lasting job. 

Choose a color scheme 
by looking through color 
catalogues or at paint samples. 
Most hardware stores and 
paint depots keep catalogs 
handy for customers to take 
home. Once you’ve picked 
the perfect color, you still 
have to decide on what type 
of paint you want for the 
space. Matte, eggshell, satin 
or glossy — there are paint 
types to suit every situation. 
For every interior painting job, 
you will need a variety of tools 
including paintbrushes, rollers, 
paint trays and stirring sticks. 
It’s also a good idea to have 
drop cloths, painter’s tape, 
can opener, putty knife, sand 
paper, goggles and gloves.

stage your house
Spring is a busy time in the real estate industry. If you have plans to put your house on the 
market, real estate experts recommend staging the home for optimum results. Home staging 
is more than just preparing a home for sale; it’s about marketing your home to the masses. 
According to the National Association of Realtors, staged homes sell for about 6 percent more, 
on average, than those not staged. When a home stays on the market, the price goes down. 
Staged homes sell faster, which means they’re less likely to be subjected to a reduction in price.

There are two general types of staging, both of which aim to help prospective buyers 
imagine themselves living in the home:

1   Reorganizing an occupied house. 
Declutter and depersonalize, and 
rearrange furnishings and accessories 
to maximize the space. The goal is to 
appeal to as many people as possible.

2   Decorating and furnishing an otherwise 
empty house. Real estate agents say  
potential buyers have trouble 
envisioning themselves and their 
possessions in a bare environment.

You can hire a professional home stager to prepare your home. Or, you can tackle the task yourself. 
For the DIY home stager, try to look at the house objectively. Make repairs a priority, remove any 
personal items and clutter, and remove oversized furniture for a better flow throughout the space. Ph

ot
os

 b
y 

A
sh

to
n 

H
an

se
n 

(le
ft

); 
Br

an
do

n 
Sm

ith
 (r

ig
ht

)

http://www.angieslist.com/articles/how-pick-right-paint-your-project.htm
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1   Wipe up spills and food  
droppings to eliminate the  
food source.

2   Keep foods such as fruits  
in the refrigerator, and sweets 
in airtight containers.

3   Seal openings or gaps  
around doors and windows. 
Check screens for tears or  
large gaps.

4   Pet food often attracts ants  
so it needs to be stored in 
airtight containers.

5   Empty trash bins regularly  
and clean them with bleach.

hvac
As the weather warms, 
it’s time to turn off the 
furnace and get the 
A/C ready for action. 
You can help your 
cooling system work 
more efficiently and 
last longer by tending 
to regular mainte-
nance. Some things, 
like changing the filter 
on the HVAC system, 
can easily be done 
by the homeowner. 
Beyond changing the 
air filter on a regular 
basis, one of the best 
ways to ensure your 
home’s A/C is oper-
ating at peak efficiency 
is to have a qualified 

HVAC contractor tune 
up the system. Even 
if you don’t suspect 
any problems with 
your air conditioning 
unit, experts say it’s a 
good idea to have it 
inspected, serviced 
and cleaned once a 
year — ideally in the 
spring — to ensure it 
operates at peak energy 
efficiency and is ready 
to cool your house 
during the months you 
need it most.

The experts at Frigidaire encourage homeowners 
to step outside for a quick look at the A/C. Before 

you turn on the A/C for cooling season, make sure 
to clear any winter debris away from the outdoor 

component (the condenser). Restricted airflow 
(due to a cluttered condenser) can lower efficiency 

and performance levels. 

pest 
control
Keeping ants out of the house takes diligence, and possibly 
regular visits from an exterminator. If you find ants are 
invading your home this spring, take these steps:

And while there are also many viable do-it-yourself extermination products 
on the market, it might be necessary to call in the professionals. If the ants 
don’t disappear within a week, hire an exterminator to eliminate the critters 
from your house. Consider getting on a preventive maintenance plan with 
a pest control professional. Ideally, they’ll never have to set foot inside your 
home if they regularly address the exterior areas first.

CLICK HERE  
to shop for 
heating and 

cooling deals in your 
area from highly rated 
service providers on 
Angie’s List.

CLICK HERE to shop for  
pest control deals in your 
area from highly rated service 

providers on Angie’s List.
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remodel
Spring is be a good time to 
take on a remodeling project. 
Before you begin, you need 
a plan. The first step is to 
determine your ultimate goal. 

Having an idea of how 
you want the finished 
product to look and feel 
will help with factors such 
as design, materials and 
the budget. The next step 
is to thoroughly vet several 
contractors. Make sure 
they’re all licensed, bonded 
and insured, and carefully 
compare bids before hiring. 
Consider using the Angie’s 
List SnapFix app, which can 
help connect you to a highly 
rated provider.

check smoke 
detectors
Fire protection 
professionals say 
a leading cause 
of non-working 
smoke detectors 
is because batteries are dead 
or missing, and recommend 
changing them twice a year. 
Consider making it part of 
your annual spring cleaning.

organize the house
As the last of the snow melts away outside, it’s time to purge any 
excess stuff that’s cluttering the house inside. Tackle one room at a 
time, including closets and the garage, and divide unwanted items 
into piles for donation or the trash. While you may be perfectly 
capable of organizing your own home, you may find the project 
overwhelming, especially if you face a deadline. A professional, 
who has no sentimental attachment to your stuff, can help make 
the tough decisions about what is no longer needed. 

clean the upholstery
To extend the life of your upholstery, clean it at least once a year, if not more often. Be aware 
that cleaning furniture on your own may invalidate the manufacturer’s warranty. If a professional 
cleaning is required, discuss the warranty with the company before work begins. 

To DIY, remove furniture cushions and vacuum all the surfaces. Make your own upholstery 
cleaner by putting one cup of warm (not hot) water into a mixing bowl and then adding 1/4 cup 
of biodegradable dishwashing soap. Beat with an electric mixer at medium speed until the liquid 
becomes thick foam. Rub into the fabric with a soft-bristled brush and wipe away the suds with  
a clean, damp cloth. This foam will remove built-up dirt and most food or drink stains. Not only  
is this cleaner simple to make and cheap to use, it’s also nontoxic and environmentally friendly. 
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